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Organized Mobility and Relational Tuarnover
as Context for Social Mechanisms: A Dynamic
Invariant at the Heart of Stability

from Movement

Emmanuel Lazega

Movements following paths that Harrison White (1970) calls “vacancy chains”
(p. 17) can be seen as forms of rotation across systems of places that are often
socially organized circuits.! White calls such movements “mobility in loops’
(p. 380). From his structural perspective. not all loops or systems of places are nec-
essarily visible to the actors involved. or even to managers of organizations who
track. measure, and sometimes steer other people’s careers. Internal or external
labor markets were the first contexts White (1970) identified for such circuits. These
loops are also the daily focus of attention of lay citizens and professional observers
alike, representing revolving doors for a wide range of actors. That group includes
lllLIl status pLUplL, between the business world and government— from investnent

Jjobs as short as possible. It als
nd themselves from one serv
crent partners and

passes managers rota \tln-’ their ¢
other in

= >p
sentatives participating each year in dozens of recurrent and similar trade fairs of
their industry (Brailly, Favre, Chatellet, & Lazega, 2015). Many analogous circuits
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